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ARE NUMBERS A TEST OF SUCCESS IN They get the crowd. 


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST? 

Yes and no. 

Certainly a church that despises numbers, that goes on 
the complacent assumption that numbers of hearers, num- 
bers of inquirers, numbers of converts, are not to be ex- 
pected nor sought for, thereby discloses its lack of one of 
the fundamental impulses of the Christian gospel. 

Our Christianity is inherently a missionary religion, an 
evangelistic religion. The supreme commission given by 
the Lord of the Christian Church bade his followers go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
The mind of Christ could tolerate no plan that limited his 
religion to an esoteric or exclusive group. It was for all 
men. 

When Christianity loses its conquering spirit, its mili- 
tant impulse, that is to say, its passion for numbers, it 
loses its character as Christianity. 

Moreover, we may be certain that the failure of any 
Christian group to get numbers, to actually grow by the 
winning of converts, makes a strong presumption that 
there is something fundamentally wrong either in the char- 
acter of the Christianity which that group embodies or in 


the methods it uses to proclaim its message 
\llowing for variations in times and circumstances, al 
lowing for the sometimes slow processes of education re- 
quired to bring the gospel message to fruition in the 
hearts of men, it remains unqualifiedly true that a church 
that does not in the long run grow in numbers is lacking 
in something that is of the very essence of the Christian 
faith 
-’ + 


But from this it does by no means follow that a church 
that does grow, a church that commands great crowds, 
that boasts no empty pews, and that receives many con- 
verts is on that account a Christian success 

It may be a Christian success, but again it may be an 
even ‘greater failure than the church that does not seem to 
grow. 

Here is the point at which the number standard is de- 
ceptive as a test of success in church life. 

The presence of numbers may be due to some cause 
quite irrelevant to the purpose for which the Church of 
Christ exists. 

Even numbers of converts do not indicate a Christian 
success. For these converts may be converted to various 
things, all of them quite irrelevant to the Truth that saves 
the soul. 

The most deplorable and vicious tendency in modern 
Church life is the unreligious craze for numbers. 

Many pastors, restless and burdened with the fact of 
empty church houses, and with the sense of the hollow- 
ness of their church life, and lacking both the humility 
and the courage to re-think their problem in the light of 
the mind of Christ, have plunged into an orgy of sensa- 
tionalism to get a crowd. They have turned their churches 
into amusement centers in which religion is but a col- 
lateral, or in many cases an incidental, consideration. 
And they have their reward. 


And they think that because their church is organized 
in the name of religion, and their church house stands 
dedicated to the ideals of religion they can therefore as- 
sume that any thing—so long as it is not positively bad 
that is done by that church and in that house will there- 
fore have the value of religion. 

But every man who is spiritually aware knows the fal- 


lacy and delusion that lurks in all this. The moment a 


church shifts its appeal from religion to anything else 
than religion—pure, unadulterated, 


serious-minded religion—that 


straight-forward, 
moment it ceases to be 


worthy of its name as a church of Christ. 
+ + 


No church of Christ has a Christian right to get a crowd 
into its house of worship under the auspices of a service 
of worship by any appeal other than an appeal directly to 
the religious nature of men. 

\ church that does so is guilty of a species of duplicity, 
which, while it seems to be amiably tolerated and even en- 
joyed by those who are its victims, is, nevertheless, in 
their heart of hearts, deeply resented. 


And worse than this: the church that conceives its suc 


cess as dependent upon the wit and versatility of its lead 
ers in devising new appeals that will tickle an audience 
into assembling, loses at last its character and power as a 
constructive religious institution and becomes a mere so- 
cial center whose nearest approach to a religious function 


is, perhaps, to march in an anti-saloon parade 
Our craze for numbers is cheapening the Church 
But it is doing much worse than that: it is changing the 


character of the Church from an organ of religion—the 


single social institution that stands for the construction 
of an inner life—to a social center for entertainment or, 
at the best, to an organ of specific social reform. 
+ + 
Our coarse vaudevillian revivalism now so widely pr 


valent. is tolerated by the modern Church just because the 


Church has so greatly changed its character 
And the usual 
ground that it gets “results,” that is, numbers, 1s convinc- 


~ 


justification of this revivalism on the 


ing even to the majority of the leaders of the Church just 
because they have abandoned the religious conception of 
their work. 

The Kingdom of God waits today 
one who can speak with arresting and prophetic voice a 
ereat word of rebuke and of illumination, calling the 
Church back from its hysterical chase for numbers to the 
construction of a spiritual message aimed directly at the 


for the coming of 


spiritual nature of men. 

A church possessing an inner life of its own and bear- 
ing its testimony to the Truth that it possesses, without 
apology or meretricious disguise, will get numbers without 


the use of artificial and non-religious attractions. 
For God always sees to it that after men faithfully plant 
his Truth and patiently water it he himself richly gives 


abundant increase. 





The Prayer-Life of Jesus 


The Third of Four Studies of the Religion of Jesus Based on the Lord’s Prayer. 


BY 


i x] 
Lilie 1 I 
ry 
\ i 
| 
i 
\ 
‘ys 
\ 1) 
| 
i 
‘i 
a 


FRANK WALLER ALLEN 
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Third, it is a prayer: 
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n something of their proper person- 
ality; they are absorbed into, they are 
transfigured by, a life altogether higher, 
than their own; his voice blends with 


Theirs; is eye seems to lighten theirs 
vith its sweetness and its penetration; 
is hand ves gentleness and decision to 


eir acts; his heart communicates a ray 
of its divine charity to their life of nar- 
rower and more stagnant affection; his 
soul eommingles wit theirs, and their 


ife of ought and feeling and resolve 


is irradiated and braced by his 


YER IS TO SEEK GOD’S WILL 


lo pray 1s not to seek his alliance in 
accom- 

plishment of our will; it is first of all to 
make our will tributary to his will, and 
ourselves sharers in his work. Therefore 
Master, in that prayer 


our work, is strength tor the 


it is that the 
( e has given us, and which ought 
o be a torm but rather the secret 
nd illustration of a spirit, bids us make 
our first petition, the very entrance door 
nto the room of prayer, ‘‘ Hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 


be done, on earth as it is in heaven.’’ 


; 


It on as not come into this spirit, he 


as not come into the spirit of prayer 


at all. If he has come into this spirit, 
he ill wish to know what the Father’s 
will s, and what e himself can do to 


allow the Father’s name and _ hasten 
Father's kingdom. 
In a lifetime one 


things, but with the most of us there is a 


prays tor many 


ruling prayer, a devout 
return ever and anon when 


passion, to 
% ve 

our better selves arise and dominate our 
Jesus’s prayer, as all prayers 
should, grew out of his work and his ex- 
verience It was truly a Christian 
praver, in as much as he sought to do 
is life, and consequently 
praved not for to know the 
will of God and to be able to do it 


God’s will in 


mself, but 


PRAYER AND PUBPOSE. 


cannot emphasize too 
trongly that the same words which 
form also a declaration 


Every one of Jesus’ 


rn is prayer, 
ol is purpose 
prayers 18S a program for men as well as 
petition to God. He bade his disciples 
pray, ** And pray ye the Lord of the 
would send lorth 
laborers.’ And there the narrative eon 


arvests, that ( 


twelve Jesus sent forth.’’ 


nues, ‘* These 
stands side by side wit 
‘Pray ve.’’ When he said in Gethse- 
Thy will be done,”’ ine was nol 

PASSIVE | ibmission like elpless 

old | *’s. “*It is the Lord, let him do 
at seemeth good,’’ or a grim resigna 
tion to the inevitable like the stoies: He 


rose from his knees, gave himself int: 
‘ istody,. walking to the eross, 
Even in his last praver made in com- 


‘Father, into Thy 
ands I commend my spirit,’’ he him 
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self carried out even in his last prayer. 
He placed his life in God’s keeping and 
left it there with the calm assurance 
that it would be safely kept. We so 
often pray, ‘‘I commend,’’ but instead 
of actually putting ourselves in God’s 
hands, and leaving ourselves there, we 
expect our Father to drag us from our- 
selves when we continue self-conscious 
and self-willed. Jesus believed something 
with a perfect faith; he planned some- 
thing that was to be his task; the secret 
of his faith and program and the poten- 
tialities of humanity lie in his con- 
sciousness that his Father, God, was his 


eo-laborer. 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


The seeret of prayer lies in ‘‘Thy will 
be done.’’ Its true meaning—not sub- 
mission, but consecration. ‘‘It is my will 
that Thy will be done.’’ 

Prayer is not the conquering of God’s 
reluetanee, but the taking hold of God’s 
willingness. 


‘*Thy will! it bids the weak be strong; 

It bids the strong be just; 

No lip to fawn, no hand to beg, 

No brow to seek the dust. 

Wherever man oppresses man 

Zeneath the liberal sun, 

O Lord, be there, Thine arm made 
bare, 








Thy righteous will be done!’ 


In the faith that, although life is a 
mystery, it is not a muddle, for God is 
in his world bringing order out of ap- 
parent chaos; in the reverence which 
trusts and obeys God, mingled with the 
affection whieh clings to him and rejoices 
in his world bringing order out of ap- 
have a little share in God’s work of heal- 
ing, helping, conquering love, is found 
a courage which no dangers 
ean daunt, a patience which no delays 
can exhaust, and a confidence which né 
disappointments can destroy. 

And the source of it is companionship 
with God. 


the secret ol 


Present Day Revival Campaigns 


N HIS moderator’s address at the 
I opening of the Congregational 
Council at New Haven last week 
Dean Brown, of Yale Divinity School, de- 
voted a section to modern revivalism, as 
follows: 

‘*Tn certain cities we have seen 
spasms—I use this term advisedly and 
in its full strength—spasms of evangelis- 
tie effort. They have not always com- 
mended themselves to our sober judg- 
ment either by their form or their spirit 
or their results. We might for the sake 
of some greater good overlook the intro- 
duction into the pulpit of the slang of 
the gutter and the anties of the cireus. 
These things are important, but they are 
secondary. But when it comes to irrever- 
ence and blasphemy in an age already 
flippant; when it comes to coarseness 
and vulgarity in dealing with human 
values altogether sacred; when it comes 
to teaching multitudes of unthinking 
children and adults conceptions of re- 
ligion which are un-Scriptural and moral 
ideas which are untrue; when it comes to 
having religious work done and the re- 
ligious appeal made in an intolerant, 
vindictive spirit toward those who hold 
divergent views touching evolution, or 
Biblical criticism, or social ethies, then 
we are not indifferent. These things are 
not secondary—they are primary. 

‘‘How far it is in moral distance from 
the spirit of the four Gospels to the spir- 
it of one of those worked-up campaigns! 
How far it is from the spirit of him who 
went about doing good, envying often- 
times the foxes their holes and the birds 
of the air their nests in the consciousness 
that he had nowhere to lay his head 
how far it is from that to the publie 
exploitation of costly gifts from the 
altars of religion or the screwing up of 
what has been humorously called ‘a free 
will offering’! 


‘¢1 NEVER KNEW You.’’ 


‘‘We were enjoined at the beginning 
not to allow ourselves to be stampeded 
by the showy appearance of success, but 
to look closely at the spirit and disposi- 
tion which attended the effort. ‘Many 
will say to me in that day’—not one 
here and one there, but many—‘ Many 
will say to me in that day, ‘Have we not 
prophesied in thy name and in thy name 
cast out devils, and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? and then I will 
say unto them (because of the lack of a 
certain spirit and disposition) I never 
knew you.”’ 

‘‘But it gets results! Yes, it gets re- 
sults, all sorts of results; and some of 


BY CHARLES R. BROWN 


those results make us pause. It is easy 
to tabulate the results which are instant 
and visible. It is not so easy to tabulate 
the deeper results which last. Here are 
a few questions to be answered by the 
intelligence and conscience of the ecom- 
munity as it studies the effects of that 
sort of effort upon the life of a genera- 
tion: Has the spiritual taste of the com- 
munity been lowered and coarsened? Has 
the great work of religion been vulgar- 
ized in the minds of many? Has the 
quiet presentation of the truth after the 
method of the Master been discredited ? 
Have thoughtful, diseriminating men 
and women been pushed just a bit far- 
ther away from organized religion? 
Have boys and girls been confused in 
their moral judgments and in their con- 
ception of the Bible in such a way as to 
work havoe to their faith when the in- 
evitable day of awakening comes? Have 
people been rus ed 
experiences which 
posed to represent repentance and fait 
regeneration and only to 
find later that they had been roughly 
mishandled? Here are results to be 
added in when we east up the debits and 
credits of such a campaign. 


impressionable 
through were sup- 


consecration, 


THE LONGER VIEW. 


‘‘The Master taught us to take the 
long view. In his eyes the religious 
worker was not a hustler, but a sower 
of seed. He deals with processes whieh 
are vital. He easts his seed into good 
soil. He waits patiently for the early 
and the latter rain from heaven. He 
allows the seed to grow, first the blade, 


and then the ear and finally the full ripe 
corn. In like manner we find that in 
the work of edueation, in seienee and in 
civie betterment, the men of vision and 
achievement take uniformly’ the long 
view rather than the swift, short, smart 
glance. Why not also in that which is 
higher than them all, the work of reli- 
gion? 

‘*Puring the last twenty-five years two 
iines of effort have gained tremendously 
upon the popular interest, the work of 
higher education and the work of medieal 
Measure them by the amount of 
money men will give, or by the number 


science 
of aspiring young men who ean be en- 
listed in their service, or by the number 
ol people to aecept their guidance and 
you will see that they have torged ahead. 
During that same period the ehureh has 
not made any such relative gain. There 
are those who feel that it has really suf- 
And I need not remind you 
universities and the physicians 
ave all but uniformly taken the long 
view. They have stood for thoroughness 
and against quackery of all sorts. We 
sometimes been led 


t¢ red a loss. 


as ¢churenmen nave 
by our desire for immediate results, or by 
our tender eoneern lest we should forbid 
any one who ean cast out a devil, to fol 
low the most gigantie and preposterous 
forms of religious quackery. In the long 
run we can do nothing against the truth, 
nor against the spirit, nor against the 
method of Jesus Christ. And I believe 
we shall do well to go back and sit down 
again at the feet of him who said: ‘] 
am the Truth. And ye shall know the 
Truth, and the Truth shall 


mak« vou 


Tree ’ 





an agreement with 


God? 


an agreement with you.” 


out God, and the reason is 





Men walk not with God, because they are not come to 
Him; God’s agreement 
ours with him, is that we may walk together 
not with God, it is because there is no agreement; and 
what doth that import, but an 
Says God, “I would not have you live in the world 
at so great a distance from me, I would walk with you and 
have you walk with me; and for this end I would come to 
But sinners will not come to 
any agreement with God, and thence it comes to pass that 
they walk not with God: they begin the day without God, 
walk all day long without God, lie down at night with 
because 


ments, and that denotes enmity.—Howe. 


with us, and 
If we walk 


alienation of mind from 


there are no agree 
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ought to be given a fair trial in the modern Church. It 
has not had a fair trial by Baptists or Disciples. Held 
dogmatically and imposed as a sectarian test of fellowship 
among Christians it quite naturally awakens resentment 
and repugnance in the minds of most Christians. It is 
The Christian Century's deep conviction that immersion, 
released from all legalism, and practiced under undogmatic 
and unsectarian conditions, implying no prejudice or in- 
feriority of status against those who are not immersed, 
would find incomparably greater favor than it now finds. 
The general repugnance in which this beautiful classic 
symbol is held, would, in our judgment, be broken down 
by a free, unprejudicial and unsectarian practice of it. For 
that reason we feel that its continued practice by the Dis- 
ciples of Christ will ultimately make for Christian unity. 

In short we believe in the inherent appropriateness, the 
appositeness, of immersion for the purpose which it has 
served since the beginning days of Christianity. 

It needs no dogma to support it. 

It loses its attractiveness the moment you imagine that 
the will of Christ imposed it upon the Church. 

But freed from that grandiose legalism it finds its own 
level and makes a true appeal. 

let us give immersion a fair chance! 


AUTOMOBILES AND CULTURE 


HE automobile has attained the dignity of being re- 

| ferred to in a university president’s address as 

forcing upon academic officials, and upon stud- 

ents, new difficulties in living the simple life with culture 
as the goal. 

President Hadley, of Yale, is a discerning educator. The 
automobile, student owned and used, he says, does not 
encourage those habits of browsingly reading the world’s 
best literature that were possible to lads like James Rus- 
sell Lowell and Thomas Wentworth Higginson when they 
were in Harvard College, habits which they were always 


glad they formed at a stage when manners and morals tend 
to become fixed. 

Like many an adult house-owning citizen who once 
read books and was well informed on literature, but who 
now worships “speed,” the student motorist is tempted to 
scour the rural hinterland or to visit the urban amusement 
resort when he should be doing what attendance on college 
implies—training his intellectual faculties and deepening 


and refining his character. 
HOME INTERESTS HELPED BY FOREIGN LINK 


NOTHER illustration of the way in which active 
A participation in the work of foreign missions 
stimulates and develops the grace of giving to all 
the interests of the kingdom, is afforded by the so-called 
“Living-link” churches of the Disciples. 

It has been carefully calculated from the annual reports 
of all the missionary and benevolent societies of the 
brotherhood that fully fifty per cent of all the money re- 
ceived by their treasuries came from those congregations 
that are supporting their own “Living-link” missionaries 
through the Foreign Society. 

This disposes effectually of the criticism sometimes 
made that churches that undertake to support their own 
missionary are lop-sided in their giving to other equally 
imperative interests. The fact is that such churches are 
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the most well-rounded as well as generous in their con- 
tributions for other causes beyond their locality. 

And of course it has time and time again been demon- 
strated that the way to get a congregation to give to the 
support of its own local work—like paying off a big debt, 
or building a house of worship, or increasing the minister's 
salary—is to enlist its self-forgetful interest in the evan 
gelization of the world. 

It is doubtful if any movement has done more to liberate 
the impulses of the people of our churches toward help- 
ing all good causes than the movement to get each church 
to support its own missionary in a foreign land. 


MR. CAMPBELL’S LATEST MOVE 

ERY little fuss is being made in England over an 
event which two years ago would have caused ex- 
tended comment and perhaps a heated discussion. 
We refer to the announcement, following his resignation 
from the pulpit of the City Temple in London, of the de- 
cision of Rev. R. J. Campbell to leave the Congregational 

communion and enter the established church. 
On both sides of the line—the Congregational and the 


E.piscopalian—the event is recorded rather casually. 
Karnest and kindly words of appreciation of the character 
and ministry of Mr. Campbell are spoken by his Free 
church friends who bid him Godspeed in his new associa- 


tion, and equally earnest and kindly words, but also equally 


casual, are spoken by his Episcopalian colleagues who 
welcome him into their communion. 

Mr. Campbell has been for a dozen years the most out 
standing preacher in England, occupying the leading non 
conformist pulpit of the nation, and from it delivering a 
steady stream of utterance inexhaustibly fresh and vital, 
and profoundly influencing the religious life of the British 
people. 

The total lack of unfriendly comment on his present 
course is probably due to two things, the first of which 
is the fact that Mr. Campbell has won universal respect 
by the way he conducted himself and his case in the so- 
called “new theology” controversy of some eight and nine 
vears ago. Even his opponents have long since acknowl- 
edged the power and graciousness of his deportment while 
the fiercest theological storm since the days of the tractar- 
ian movement, raged about his head. The sentiment seems 
to be that Mr. Campbell was discussed enough in that con- 
troversy and there is no disposition to make him the 


object of another controv ersy. 


President Burnham’s 


HE publication in The Christian Century of Oct. 14, 
| of the correspondence between President EF. W. 
Burnham of the American Christian Missionary 
Society and Rev. C. C. Cline of Arkansas in which Mr. 
Burnham declares with astonishing explictness that not 
the American Society alone but all the missionary and 
benevolent societies of the Disciples have no relationship 
whatever with the General Convention of Churches of 
Christ has brought a volume of protest and denial from 
many readers who attended the Los Angeles convention 
last summer and from a number of the officials of the 
various national societies. 
Mr. Burnham has not yet offered any authority for his 





























lhe second reason why his course is not subjected to 
criticism is probably the fact that the war has tended to 
subordinate and even to erase the party distinctions in the 
Church just as it has done in the State. 

It would be very difficult to get up a theological or ec- 
clesiastical controversy when a nation is fighting for its 
very life. So Mr. Campbell, the erstwhile champion and 
symbol of the most radical departure from conventional 
religious thinking, passes all the way back to the conserva- 
tive extreme, and his passing is regarded as but an epi- 
sode. 

His reasons for changing his course have not yet been 
announced, but it is safe to predict that they will neither 
startle nor enlighten the religious situation of Great 
Pritain. 


THE BIBLE IN WAR TIME 


HERE is naturally a falling off of interest in the 

] scholarly study and use of the Bible in these times 

of war’s emotions. A discriminating attitude to- 
ward Biblical theories is difficult for even the well-trained 
man to maintain when the sky overhead is full of portent. 

In the war-ridden countries the Bible is used for the 
sake of enforcing immediate practical duties, and what- 
ever interpretation gets the results demanded by the prac- 
tical situation is used without critical squeamishness. 

Che teaching of Jesus and the apocalyptic portions of 
the Bible are especially made to suffer by the pragmatic 
use to which they are put. And the ethics of certain por 
tions of the Old Testament are so _ pertinent that the 
exigency of the hour easily enough invests them with a 
kind of authority which they cannot claim for themselves 
in times of peace. 

[t is the clear duty of men and women whose faculties 
have been trained to take the Bible as it actually is—not 
is it has come to be used by an obscurantist orthodoxy 
to keep their faculties alive and to stand ready to defend 
the Bible against the blind and merely emotional use to 
which it is put by those who stagger under the emotional 
shock the war has produced. 

We in 


made in Bible study in the past quarter century. The 


\merica cannot afford to let go the progress 
fact that certain other questions of a practical sort are 
more urgent and perhaps more interesting for the moment 
than the scientific study of the Bible, should not justify 
us in allowing the Bible to be neglected. 


Statement Disputed 


utterance nor any explanation of his purpose in making 
such a statement without authority. We are hoping that 
he will be able to relieve a critical situation with some ex- 
planatory word. 

Of the correspondence we have received some is for 
publication, other portions are personal, and still other 
portions include copies of letters sent to Mr. Burnham 
asking for a frank acknowledgement of the error he has 
made. It is not our purpose to publish any portion of this 
correspondence at this time. But we have received a state- 
ment from Secretary Graham Frank which is referred to 
in a letter from Pres. W. F. Richardson as representing 
the executive committee of the General Convention. This 
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imneal ‘fis not a plea from the Gen 
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October 28, 1915 


when the matter was under dis- 
| myself proposed that the ap- 
the name of the Los Angeles 
rather than that of the Gen- 
eral Convention in order that the urgency 
of the appeal might not be lessened by 

involved in the diseussion over the 
Convention, 


act that 
cussion, 
peal bear 


convention 


THE JOINT APPORTION MENT. 


Relative to the Joint Apportionment : 
everyone who knows the facts knows that 
Joint Apportionment was made 
lice of the General Conventionand 
that it is to be revised by a committee 
made up of representative of each 
missionary society and on a basis adopt- 
cd bv the General Convention at Los 
Angeles. The only action relative to the 
Joint Apportionment by the Los Angeles 
convention was that taken on recommend 
etion of the exeeutive committee of the 
General Convention and in the business 
the General Convention. 

Mr. Burnham says, ‘‘ The General Con- 
executive 


one 


session of 


does 


committee 
work, office or fune 


vention or 1s 


! now pertorm any 

tion of the someties All the work of 
rromoting attendance on the Los Angeles 
Convention was done by the exeeutive 
committee of the General Convention. 


Mr. Burnham himself served all last year 
or the eommittee on arrangements pro 
led for in By-law 5 of Artiele two of 
constitution of the General Conven- 
tion rhe program was assembled and 
rinted by the General Convention com 
tt The Daily Bulletin was publis 
ed bv the General Convention. The reg 
tration of the convention was done un- 


der the direction of the General Conven- 


on. The ~eneral missionary Budget for 
‘ and every society was adopted by 
General Convention All the work 


or the Des Moines 
hands of the 


reparation con- 


ntion is in the Genera! 


Convention. These are some of the fun 
tions previously performed by the socie- 
es but whieh the last four of our Gen 
Conventions have indicated — that 
t . shed to have performed in 
ture by the exeeutive committee of 
General Convention. 


GraHAM FRANK, 
General Convention of 


rist 


seeretary 
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Dynamiting A House To Make 
A Picture. 


(Out in Santa 


Barbara, California, the 
invited recently to 
thrilling seene de- 
the four part 
House of a 
production is 
the American 


reneral publi was 
e filming of a 
1 for inelusion in 
Mutual Masterpicture, ‘*The 
Thousand Seanadls.’’ The 
being superintended for 
company bv Director Thomas Ricketts, 
nd plenty of action preceded the chief 
neident, the blowing up by dynamite of 
pecially constructed house. A_ large 
vd assembled to see the explosion, and 


erowd of four hundred ‘‘extras,’’ 
whom Mr. Rieketts had been rehearsing 
for over a week, added to the pictm 
esqueness and realism of the seene. 


A Memorial In The Sky 

To Aviators. 

The citizens of Mill Valley, a town at 
foot of the famous Mount Tampalais 
1 overlooks San Francisco Bay, have 

a novel place to locate a mem- 

orial to the nation’s heroes of the air. 

On Decoration Day they unveiled a gi- 

gantic monument to the airmen at a point 

three thousand feet above’ the vnlace 
where Beachey, the dare-devil bird-man, 
recently met his death. 


the 
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OUR CATHOLIC PLEA AND OUR UN- 
CATHOLIC PRACTICE.* 

A recent editorial in The Christian 
Century on ‘‘The Catholic Plea,’’ is as 
fine a statement of the Disciple position 
(ideally conceived) as I have ever seen. 
Had our practice been as perfect as our 
plea, our influence in the religious world 
would have been immeasurably greater. 
Had our fathers remained in the fellow- 
ship of existing denominations wherever 
possible, leavening those churches with a 
larger spirit, and working through them 
for the larger ideals; had they limited 
their expansion work to unchurched com- 
munities, seeking humbly and earnestly 
to make these churches as nearly Chris- 
tian as possible, but without boasting of 
their attainments, and making them 
really union churches; they might have 
had an immense influence in promoting : 
higher order of church life. The tragic 
fact is that in thousands of over- 
churehed communities, the Disciples have 
been the last on the field, or at least not 
the first. 

I question whether ‘‘the way to union 
is to abandon all non-eatholie practices.’’ 
Union will come by a process of expan- 
sion rather than by a negative process of 
abandonment. Many non-catholie and 
unseriptural practices are needful for 
our efficiency, and we should be free to 


use them. We have tried the program 
of abandoning organs, missionary so- 
cieties, delegate conventions, ete. The 


plan has never worked and has always 
led to a multitude of inconsistencies. 

But if it be said that it is tests 
of fellowship that these things should be 
abandoned, this only means that we need 
not abandon them at all. If we unite on 
‘*the great catholic essentials,’’ this will 
mean simply a change of emphasis and a 
greater expansion of life, and this also 
usually means a larger use of many non- 
catholic things in order to express that 
larger life. The quest for essentials should 
never mean a quest for the minimum. 
We may indeed receive a man into fellow- 
ship who has only a minimum of faith; 
but it is in order that he with us may go 
on to attain to a maximum. The lopping 
off process, except as it means the prun- 
ing away of useless practices, tends to re- 
duce the spiritual life to a minimum. A 
group of people with a minimum of faith 
and with no unscriptural practices, would 
not be an ideal chureh. I believe that as 
we approach a maximum of faith and life 
the of unscriptural practices will 
multiply. A fountain pen may be more 
catholic than a typewriter, and a steel 
pen more catholic than either; but we 
would not advocate a minimum of effi- 
cieney merely for the sake of uniformity. 

I am not sure that we more than others 
have a ‘‘eatholic book.’’ As long as we 
make our interpretations a test of fellow- 
ship, we are in the same boat with those 
who make their formulated statements a 
test. Our creed is unwritten, that is all. 
Nearly two hundred petty sects are each 
accusing the others of having man-made 
creeds. This is virtually a claim that 
their interpretations are infallible. Be- 
sides there is no statie Christianity in 
the New Testament, and with the open 
book before us, we have still to ask, 
‘‘What is essential ?’’ 


as 


use 


*See Editorial on, ‘‘Give Immersion a 
Chanece,’’ 


in this issue. 





The whole question of chureh fellow- 
ship must after all be worked out from 
the standpoint of efficiency. We might 


with some reason take the stand that a 
chureh would be more effiicent with all 
the poor material weeded out. We might 
accept as members only those with a 
maximum of faith. We might reject 
the majority of Christians, and insist 


that the church would be more useful if 
it ineluded only the ‘‘best Christians’’ 
in its fellowship. We might rigidly in- 
on certain forms, upon a certain 
standard of experience. We might rule 
out those who did not give aceording to 
their means. We might contend that a 
body of immersed Christians is more ef- 
ficient than a body of unimmersed, or 


sist 


mixed. This exelusive policy is of 
eourse the defense of denominationa- 
lism. But it does not work. We never 


excluding the worst and in- 
best. The exelusive policy 
results in division, since rejected 
set up for themselves. 

The Diseiples have deliberately adopted 
the inclusive policy, in theory at least, 
because they believe that a united church 
is an efficient church. They may be 
wrong. The point is, do they consist- 
ently practice the inclusive policy? The 


sueceed in 
cluding the 
those 


Baptidts may consistently exclude the 
unimmersed, since they defend the de- 
nominational order, and desire, not all 
Christians, but only a select group of 
Christians in their fellowship. We de- 
nounece the denominational order; but 
we make that order inevitable as long 


as in any community we exclude Chris- 
tians from our fellowship. 

Granted that it is universally conceded 
that immersion is a valid form of 
baptism, this does not make it a catholic 


form, for to be eatholic it must be 
universally adaptable. We shall not 
attain ecatholicity in writing by ruling 


out fountain pens and typewriters, and 
adopting exclusively the steel pen 
or lead pencil. These latter are un- 


more catholie. Perhaps we 


uniformi- 


doubtedly 


can attain eatholicity without 
ty. 

Nor ean it be maintained that there 
ean be no ‘‘eonseientious division over 
the use of immersion.’’ Upon what 


ground do affusionists concede the valid- 
ity of immersion? Upon precisely the 
same ground that they place validity of 
sprinkling, upon the ground of Christian 
freedom. They hold that they are free 
to be immersed, but equally free to be 
sprinkled. They hold neither to be ob- 
ligatory. As to which they shall choose 
depends upon which is most adaptable. 
To choose an unadaptable form is to ad- 
mit an obligation, and this is to destroy 
the underlying foundations of its validity. 
The eatholicity of baptism does not lie 
in the form, but in the spiritual realities 
Essential to that 
the freedom and 


which it expresses. 
spiritual content is 
spontaneity of choice. Baptism is an 
EXPRESSION of fellowship. The mo 
ment we make any particular forma TEST 
of fellowship, we rob it of the thing 
which makes it Christian baptism. 

No denomination, as far as I know, 
make immersion a Test of fellowship, 
They all grant the liberty to be im- 
mersed. I think most of them would re- 
ceive a Quaker into fellowship. It ap- 
pears then that in making immersion a 
test of fellowship, we have virtually a 
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denominational form. Our exclusive 
practice promotes denominationalism, 
indeed makes it inevitable. 

But it may be said that we do not 
make immersion a test of fellowship, 
we merely PRACTICE this form only. By 
**we’’ we mean a dozen or so open-mem- 
bership churches. We—that is open-mem- 
bership churehes—will receive the unim- 
mersed into our fellowship, provided 
they will get some one else to sprinkle 
them. Let them come to us by way of 
some other church, and we will receive 
them. We will do wrong by proxy and 
reap the reward. Even if all our churches 
were open-membership churches, I do 
not believe that the practice of a ‘‘catho- 
lie chureh fellowship’’ can be reconciled 
with the exclusive practice of immer- 
sion, for immersion is not one of ‘‘the 
great catholic essentials.’ 

We face a great many unfortunate 
situations for whichthe present generation 
is not responsible,—situations which can- 


not be remedied in a day. But we 
shall sin where our fathers only 
bludered, if we continue the policy of 
the past. 


Frank E. Boren. 
Hydesville, Calif. 
> - . 


MADE FOR EACH OTHER. 

Editor The Christian Century: I wish 
to express my appreciation of your edit- 
orial on ‘‘ Made for each other.’’ It sums 
up the matter in the most and 
lucid way that I have ever seen an article 
on Christian union put. 

Cuarues O. Ler. 


econeise 


Danville, Ind. 
* ” _ 

DISCIPLES AND CONGREGATION- 
ALISTS. 


Epitor THe Curistian Century: Your 
discussion of the union of Disciples and 
Congregationalists is most timely. 

Such an experiment is being tried in 
this state (Wash.) at Toppenish. A 
Congregational pastor told me yesterday 
that the Diseiples had swallowed the 
others. I will probably be there nefore 
long and, if you wish, will report on what 
I find. 

At Enterprise, Ore., Presbyterians, 
Disciples and M. E’s. have federated 
retaining its organization but hav- 
ing one S. S., one pastor, ete. A. J. Adams 
of the Diseinles is pastor. 

Five denominations are in a federated 
chureh at Freewater, Ore., ministered to 
by Rev. E. W. Warringhan of the Pres- 
byterian ehurch. 

T am ordering Wells’ book for use in a 
place where some sort of union may be 


each 


worked out between Disciples and Con- 
geregationalists. Suffer a suggestion to 
the effect that the free reading of that 


book should help largely in your present 
campaign. Can you not prevail on the 
proper to launch an advertising 
campaign for it? 

I am traveling for the Anti Saloon 
League. We have three court fights now 
hand. Should lose, the initiative 
and referendum laws of the state as well 
as prohibition will be invalidated. One 
ease, only, has came to trial and we won 
a signal victory in the superior court. 
It goes to the supreme court Oct. es. 

J. J. HANDSAKER. 
Wash. 
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Rosalia, 
Every public address of the great English 
statesman, David Lloyd George, is carefully 
edited by his wife before he delivers it. 
>. . . 





As an aid to solving the working student 


problem at Princeton ninety students are 
to serve as waiters this year in the uni- 
versity commons, serving two meals and 


eating the third with their fellows. 
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Chicago PreSbyterians to Hold 
Efficiency Campaign. 


Clarke, moderator 


War and Roman Catholic 
Mission Work 
j tate cor 


Theological School Has 


at University of Chicago 


Account of Irritation 


feel strongly that this 
and ought not 
been permitted. But I will not 
matter, for the peace ol Jeru- 
desired than the most 
the gift any 


comment. I 


ome was not necessary 


to ave 
press the 
more to 


position in 


salem 1s be 


exalted ol peo- 


pric 
it’, 


Open Training School for Slavs 
In Chicago. 


The Baptists ave opened a Slavie 
Trai Sehool in Chicago. Interested 
the enterprise are the American Bap- 
Home Missionary Society, the Board 
Edueation of the Northern Baptist con- 


ntion, the Slavie Baptist conferences, 
middle west, 
the Baptist Executive Couneil of Chi- 

Phe se under the direction 


he Frank L. Anderson, who Ss 


the state eonventions of the 


ool 18 


Ssup- 


Panama’s Bishop 


| Ron 1 Ca rhae Bis op Pan- 
a is quite excited over the announce- 
ent i ** Congress on Christian 
Worl v” held in Panama in Febru- 
! Lolt rhe President of the Repub- 
Panama, it is understood, has 
dra s consent to the use ot the 
N; Theatre sessions. It 
we! essary tor the Congress to be 
é Canal Zone whic of 
led ted 
- \\ s the 
! fforded b e@ ot 
1a la ties i be 
\ M. ¢ \ ) ng 
\ ag 
I Pr stant 
vel Lat n 
Vine nte ve rive 
Letter issued 
RB | 
ry ©) | Fa ru Heal 
i Bles n Our Lord Jesus 
S } p on was 
it is planned in 
i. se ind = eapital our 
fepubli beginni next 
ee Protestant ¢ t in 
l S We refer t 1 Con 
‘ ngelizati Latin 
\ t t 1 in Panama This 
ant ‘ s I nsuit to us 
(mer s ’ e can ap 
ky t de} ot 
P itory consists in attacking 
Cat re and Roman pon 
! nd ealumniating the 
« ! r religious practices, 
, . ’ { reef y eusts S 
‘ e purposes el 
y Protestant have in the above 
ed ¢ ir we ive a and 
Nor (meriecan newspapers it 
t, w : ill e atte on oft 
\ (; t r ( 
‘ penees mu era 
;' r our character as Cat 
is for us as Panamanians 
‘And first. as touching our diocese, it 
proposed to celebrate the 37th anniver 
ary of the death of Martin Luther, the 
er of ‘Protestantism. who eame to his 
nd at Eisleben, February 18, 1546. 
vidently, all Protestants, his children, 
re preparing themselves to eommemo- 
ate that date in the best manner that 





erintendent of the city mission work of 
the Baptists in Chieago. It has a tempor” 
ary home in the First Baptist Bohemian 
chureh at 1609 street. The  build- 
ing has been repaired extensively in order 
to accommodate the work. There are 
fourteen students in the school as it opens 
and they represent the leading Slavie 
nationalities. One-fifth of the citizens of 
Chieago are Slavs. 


Catholic Daily Newspaper 
for Chicago. 

It is reported that the Roman Cath- 
olies will establish a daily paper in Chi- 
ag The Irish Voice, a secular paper 
devoted largely to cultivating anti-Eng- 
lish feeling, carries an ad to this effect. 
It is not known just how soon the enter- 
will be launched. 


prise 


Opposes Congress 


oceurs to them; and to a group of eiti- 
of the United States who do not in 
any manner represent North American 
sentiment, it has occurred to commemo- 
rate it by holding three congresses, one 
in New York, another in Panama, and a 
third elsewhere. Without doubt, these 
Protestants consider the Republic of 
Panama something which belongs to 
them, where they can come to hold meet- 


zens 


as 


ings, congresses, conventions, at will, as 
they might in any part of the United 
States, taking possession of our public 
buildings for their purposes. 

‘Of what will the Congress treat? 
Why, of ‘Christian Work,’ that is to say, 
of our evangelization, for, according to 
them, we are ignorant; of our morals, 
Lor, in tieir conception, we are outcasts; 


and to place us in the road of civiliza- 
tion, for, to them, we wander in the 
darkness of heathenism. Such is the 


conception, as it would appear, that these 
ided ones have formed of us; and not 
ly of us Panamanians, but of all Latin- 
America; for their programme embraces 
all the peoples of Latin-America, as the 
Christian Observer, a Presbyterian pub- 
lication of Louisville, Ky., clearly 
and title which they have given to 
the proposed congress is, Congress on 
Christian Work in Latin-Ameriea, Con- 
to Christianize Latin-America. Can 


says, 


the 


gress 


there be for us a greater insult or greater 
humiliation ? 

‘The language which the speakers 
will employ on such an oceasion is left 
to imagine. It will be their habitual de- 


famatory speech towards the Catholie 
Chureh, towards the Roman Pontiff, to- 
wards the clergy, and towards all the 
people, that which they always use when 
they set about ‘Christian Work.’ There 
will be repeated that which they have 
spread on all sides in the United States, 
namely, that all Latin-American coun 
from Mexico down, are to be civ- 
ilized, for they are woefully backward 
and ignorant, for they are Catholics, and 
the Catholic Chureh is responsible for 
their condition, for they keep them under 
and in subjection, and they wish to sug- 
gest that railroads, enormous bridges, the 


tries, 


telegraph, the colossal buildings, the 
world of machinery, and the thousand 


and one other things of progress in the 
United States are due to Protestantism. 
Think of such logie! As if the civiliza- 
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tion and morality of a people consist of 
these elements of material welfare! In 
the matter of morality and civilization, 
the defamers of the Catholie Church 
would do well to lower their tone and to 
moderate their speech, for it is not cer- 
tain that the United States is the place 
to learn these lessons. 

**That which these speakers propose 
with their Congress is to make proselytes 
for their sect; and accordingly the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements for the Evan- 
gelization of Latin-America proposes to 
change the name of the convention, call- 
ing it Congress in place of Missionary 
Conference, that had been given earlier 
of the proposed Protestant Congress, 
to disarm Catholies. 

‘*However, we, in fulfilment of our 
pastoral duty, and in use of our author- 
ity, formally prohibit, under penalty of 
mortal sin, all Catholics subject to our 
jurisdiction to assist at the sessions of 
of the proposed Prostestant Congress, 
that will take place, as announced in this 
city, February 10th to 20th next, even 
though it should be from euriosity. 

‘*(Note—In a Protestant conference 
recently held in Edinburgh, Scotland, it 
was resolved not to send additional Prot- 
estant missionaries to Catholie peoples, 
Latin or Greek, nor to expend more 
money upon such _ missions, for, they 
said, already the Word of God has been 
announced to them; but, to the fanatical 
anti-Catholics of the United States, we 
are still in the darkness of ignorance. In 
a certain sense they are right, for con- 
cerning Protestantism we are in perfect 
ignorance and we thank God that it is 


so.) 

‘*And as, according to an article pub- 
lished in the Star and Herald of this 
city, there has been granted to the speak- 
ers both the Theatre and the National 
Institute for the meetings, the President 
being undoubtedly ignorant of the pur- 
pose of the Congress, it is as much to 
say that they choose the city of Panama, 
a Catholie city, and capital of a Catholie 
nation, for the purpose of insulting us 
not only in our homes but in our very 
face. We call upon the President of the 
Republic that he do not permit what in 
their own country they could not obtain, 
for in the United States public edifices 
are only for specific purposes and not 
for the propagation of any sect; that he 
recall the license; that offended Panama- 
nian Catholie sentiment will not permit 
publie buildings erected with the money 
of Panamanian Catholies to be used for 
sectarian propaganda and attack upon 
the national religion. When the Shrin- 
ers (Minnesota Masons), some time ago, 
requested the Theatre for the celebra- 
tion of their ceremonies it was denied 
them for identical reasons and they had 
to hold them in the Canal Zone. Greater 
and more powerful present 
themselves now for the refusal, so much 
the more because there are spacious Y. 
M. C. A. halls in whieh they ean have 
such gatherings on their own North 
American territory. 

‘*Be awake, then, beloved faithful, 
and do not forget in these dangerous 
circumstances the words of the Saviour 
of men: Beware of false prophets, 
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
Ye shall know them by their fruits (St. 
Matt. 7:15, 16). And words of 
St. Paul: For sych are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, transforming them- 
selves into apostles of Christ (2 Cor. 
11:13). 


reasons 


those 


‘“‘@WitiiaM, 
‘Bishop of Panama.’’ 
‘*Panama, Sept. 22, 1915. 
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Make Your Adult 
Class Work Count 
This Year! 


The Disciples Publication Society makes 
aspecialty of studies for adult and young 
people’s classes. Note some of the excel- 
lent courses we can supply your school. 
THE WORLD A FIELD FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 


This deals 
with the problems of young people, such as choosing a life 


Our regular first year Senior graded course. 
work, etc. 15 cents for Teacher’s, 12 1-2 cents for Pupil’s 
book. 


THE PROBLEMS OF YOUTH IN SOCIAL LIFE. 
Deals with questions of morality, temperance, business hon- 
esty, among young people. 15 cents for Teacher’s, 12 1-2 


cents for Pupil’s book. 


THE HISTORY AND LITERATURE OF THE HE- 
BREW PEOPLE. One of the latest and finest additions 
to the Bethany Graded Lessons. 
15 cents for Teacher’s, 12 1-2 cents for 


Regular second year 
Senior course. 
Pupil’s book. 


THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM. 


azine of social service edited by Josiah Strong. 


A monthly mag- 
10 cents 


per copy, 50 cents per year in classes. 


THE TRAINING OF CHURCH MEMBERS, by Orvis 
F. Jordan and Charles Clayton Morrison. A manual of 
Christian service, for classes of new converts, aduit or 
young people’s classes, pastors’ classes, mid-week services, 
etc. 121% cents in quantities. 


THE LIFE OF JESUS, by Dr. Loa E. Scott. Positive, 
practical. 50 cents, 40 cents in quantities. Adapted to high 


school pupils, their parents and grandparents. 


THE CONQUEST, a Journal of Character Building, the 
most up-to-date and helpful weekly published for adult and 
young people’s Bible classes and the home. 12 1-2 cents 
per quarter, 50 cents per year, in quantities ; 75 cents single 


subscription. 


Assure your class a year of real religious education by us- 
ing this splendid literature. 








Society 
CHICAGO 


Disciples Publication 
700-714 East Fortieth Street =: 
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Disciples Table Talk 





























Charles S. Medbury, who advocates the 
adoption by the United of the Golden 
Rule as the “way out.” 


Perry, president of 
Association, also of 


Mohorter and R 





building, which is now about ready for oe- 
cupaney, has cost in round numbers $200,000, 
exclusive of the lot. Dr. Murphy, of Chicago, 
perhaps the most noted surgeon in the 
country, recently said, after an inspection 
of this building, “For location and appoint- 
ment it is surpassed by none.” It will 
require about $50,000 to pay off some indebt- 
edness and to supply the needed furniture 
and equipement. If these funds are pro 
vided at once, the doors of this beautiful 
building will be thrown open January 1 to 
welcome the sick of every land and clime, 
and especially Disciples, in the name of 
Christ Mr. R. A. Long has put $200,000, 
into the building. The people of Kansas 
City have furnished $150,000 as an endow- 
ment One-third of the 130 beds of this 
nstitution are to be dedicated to the free 
use of the poor in the name of the Great 
Physician. 


Ex-Saloonkeeper Talks to 
Bible Class. 

Bert Gill, for thirteen years a_ saloon- 
eeper in Columbus, Ohio, gave an address 
vfore the Allison Bible Class of Uhrichs 
ville, Ohio, on a recent Sunday morning 
Several of the boys’ classes were also 
present to hear him. He gave an address 
in the Moravian church and also spoke at 
the First M. E. church in the evening. It 
s reported that Mr. Gill does not make a 
hero out of converted saloonkeepers. He 
has much to say about God and Christ but 

es little credit to himself 


Church May Build $10,000 
Gymnasium. 

One of the improvements now being talked 
of at Third church Indianapolis, is a well 


equipped gymnasium. The project took 
definite form at a banquet given 
the Third Christian baseball team, 
wel the pastor, _ W. (;ratton, 
made a speech in which he advocated 
the plan. The church owns a lot and dwell- 
ng house situated near the church building, 
and it has been suggested that the dwelling 
be torn away to make room for the. gym- 
nasium Mr. Grafton said he was ready to 
gin an effort to raise a $10,000 gymnasium 
nd 


New Church Building For 
Des Moines Disciples. 


The church at Grant Park. Des Moines, 
as outgrown its home, which was built 
some twenty vears ago \ new two story 
building is now in process of erection. The 
main auditorium is above with a seating 
capacity of nearly 1500 The room below 


will be fitted for Sunday School work. The 
Sunday school has an attendance of nearly 
600, and the church membership numbers 
the same 


Oklahoma Pastor Writes 

Unity Hymn. 
\ feature of the First District Convention 
Oklahoma disciples was the frequent 


singing of a “Convention Song,” words and 
music of which were written by Byron Hes 
ter, pastor at Pryor, Okla The hymn is 

good quality, the refrain being es) 
liv attractive The words of the refrain 
follow 


Hear me, O my Father, 
Glorify thy Son; 
I pray for my disciples, 
Make them, keep them one; 
Ev'n as we are, Father; 
Lo, the hour is come; 
Holy Father, keep them 
In name and spirit one.” 


Dr. Maclachlan Defends 
“ Preacher in Politics.” 

In a sermon at the Seventh Street 
church, Richmond, Virginia, on “Emotional 
(ientlemen in the Pulpits.” H. D. 
( Maclachlan upheld earnestly the 
right of ministers of the gospel 
to take part in politics. He declared that 
the opposition to preachers participating in 
public affairs comes from those who do not 
want the truth told. Dr. Maclachlan com- 
pared the attacks made on ministers in 
Richmond, who have attacked vice and im- 
moral conditions from the pulpits, with the 
manner of those inthe communities rebuked 
by prophets of olden times, his text being 
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C. EB. 


taken 
the seers: See 


from Isaiah 30:10: “Which say to 


not; and to the prophets, 


prophesy not unto us _irright things, 
speak unto us smooth things, prophesy 
deceits.” Precisely that is what we 


find today,” said Dr. Maclachlan. “We find 
the same opposition to the Word of God, 
the same attempt to muzzle its messengers. 


Said the people of old: ‘What will this 
mad fellow say?’ Say those of today: ‘Be- 
ware of the preachers when thy get into 
politics. They are too emotional” In clos- 
ing, the speaker said: “Finally I rejoice 


that I am an emotional gentleman in the 
pulpit. I am proud of the distinction | 
puts me in goodly company—in the fellow- 
ship of St. Peter and St. Paul, of Augustine 
and St. Chrysostom, of Benedict and Francis. 


of Martin Luther and John Knox. I am 
proud to be called emotional. T am glad 
that my face can flush at the wrong anda 
injustice. I have no desire to be ‘safe and 
sane’ if my safety means the condoning and 
my sanity walking in the safe middle dis- 


tance of compromise and toleration.” 
Des Moines Preparing for 1916 Convention. 


Determined not to let the Californians 


outdo Iowa im decorations, the Des Moines 
Disciples at a meeting at Central church 
last week decided to begin a state-wide 
movement among the members of the 
churches to provide decorations for the con 
vention of the church which will meet in 
Des Moines next vear. Iowa corn will be 
the central and dominating feature of the 
decorative scheme which will be followed. 
rhe Californians spent $4,000 for flowers 


convention met in Los Angeles in 
Disciples of Christ in every 
state will be asked to con 


when the 
the summer. 
county in the 


tribute a certain part of the Iowa products 
which will be used. The permanent organ 
zation which will handle every detail of 
the convention was effected at the meeting 
and the following’ officers were named: 
President Hill M. Bell was elected general 
chairman: J. W. Hill and B. W. Garrett. 


vice presidents; George A. Jewett, treasurer 
and L. E. Stamm, secretary 


Chicago Pastor Predicts Fall 
of Sectarianism. 
“sectarianism Is 


under a sentence 


death which will shortly be executed,” was 
the prediction of Orvis F. Jordan, of Evan 
ston, Ill, in a recent sermon on “The Ap 


Christian Unity.” Mr. Jordan 
said: “There are than 160 denomina- 
tions in the United States and as many more 


and but few sects are 


proac h to 


more 


n Russia, Russian 


found here and vice versa. Christendom is 
divided into a thousand fragments, and no 
one church can claim even a majority of 
the Christians of the world There is no 
‘universal church.’ Yet there is every 


is on the 
lost thei 
drop int« 
effort to 

meat 
Disciple 

political 
board is a 


that the sectarian spirit 
Old watchwords have 
and shibboleths 
longer an 


ey idence 
wane, 
magic, ancient 
disuse. There is no 


exclusively 
Baptist 


have an Presbyterian 
market, or a 
vacksmith 


boss or “a 


grocery or a 
A Methodist 


Congregational school 


shop. 


conception that is already passé. The man 
who uses a denomination for such devisive 
purposes is odious to us all, and the sect 
that abuses other sects receives from the 
impartial jurv of the community its just 


sentence of death.” 


Indiana Church Has “Whatsover Club.” 


The newest organization of First Church, 
Kokomo Indiana, is the “Whatso- 
ever” club. Its members stand ready to do 
what its name indicates—whatsoever their 

ands find to do, whether it is a 


act ot haritv or the | 
h recently 


of love, an 
of the church. 


work 


orating This chure 


featured a suecessful “ Autumn Festival.” 
D. H. Shields ministers in this field. 
Endeavorers Adopt Aim 
For the Year. 

The Endeavorers of Norwood. O.. Church 


have adopted the following aim as their 
part in the Millions Campaign 


Dr.Clark at Chicago last summer: 


proposed by 
“LooCon 


verts, 75 New Viembers, S30 for Missions 
1) for Peace Union, 1 New Society 100 
Comrades of the Quiet Hour, 25 Tithers, 25 


Covenanters, 10 New 
World.” 


Experts, 5 Life 
Subscribers to the ( KE. 
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deleterious. 


grade. 


to use. 


acid salt, 


phosphate. 
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Do You Read Labels? 


Domestic science teachers and 
food authorities are urging tho 
housewife to carefully read the 
labels on all food articles. 


The laws of most States compel 
food manufacturers to print the 
ingredients of their products 
on the label, and this enables 
consumers to distinguish healthe= 
ful foods from those which may be 


High-grade baking powders are 
made of pure cream of tartar, 
derived from grapes. 
ing Powder is a type of the highest 
It is healthful beyond a 
doubt and the safest and best 


The low-grade baking powders 
are made from alun, 
or phosphate of lime. 


Consumers can learn the char= 
acter of the baking powder by 
referring to the label, which 
must state whether the contents 
include cream of tartar, alum on 


ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO. 
New York 





Royal Bake 


a mineral 




















CALLS. 
R. A. Bennett, Muncie, to Washington, 
Ind. Has begun work 
R. D. Brown, Le Roy, IIL, to First, Dav 


enport, la No decision 
(. Floyd Shaul, Frankton, Ind., to Geddes 


St. church, Syracuse, N. Y. No decision 

Ek. N. Tucker, to Chapel St. church, Wau- 
kegan, Il. Has begun work. 

1. F. Hollingsworth, Colfax, to Newman, 
Ii} Accepts. 

J. R. Havener, Ocean Park, to Imperial 
Valley, Cal. Accepts. 

\. Fairhurst, Lexington, Ky., to Ocean 


begun work. 
Carbondale, to 


Park, Cal Has 
I. F. Givens, 
HH) No decision. 

EK. W. Akeman, 
Canton, Ill. Ne 


Hoopeston, 


New Carlisle, Ind., to 


decision 


R. W. Wallace, Lexington, Ky., Woodland 
to Lexington, Mo Accepts. 

Ira Boswell, recently resigned at First 
church, Chattanooga, Tenn., to take workat 


Frankfort, Ky. Will remain in Chat 
tanooga 

James Wolfe to Batavia, Ill. Accepts 

( E Wells to lewell, la Accepts. 

Ernest J. Bradley, Midland, Tex., to Man 
gum, Okla. 

I ¢ Coggins to Plymouth, N. C. Ac 
epts 

R E. Weare, Rochester, Minn., to Litch- 
field, Neb. 

F. M. Lindenmeyer, Tallula, to Flora, Il. 


Begins Oct. 31. 


P. M. Bolinger to South Side, Denison, 
Tex. 

O. W. McGaughey, Veedersburg, to Hills 

Ind. Accepts 

H. E Beckler, Springtield 0O.. to Long 
view, Tex Accepts. 

P. F. Baldwin, Princeton, Mo., to De Witt, 
Ark. Accepts 

H. G. Fleming to Denison, Tex. Has be- 
gun work 

W. F. Smith to Carthage, 0. Accepts. 





Bishop M. Hopkins, Washington to Nor 
ton, Kans 

W. N. Norment Piqua, ©., to Third, 
Louisville, Ky 

Arthur Wake, Draper, to Pulaski City, 
Va. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

W. D. Trumbull, Kendallville, Ind. Will 
enter business 

P. B. Hall, Weleetka, Okla Desires to 
locate farther east 

E. B. Motley, Ghent, Ky 

A. R. Anderson, Lansdowne church, East 
St. Louis. Il. 

\. B. Book, Lancaster, Mo. Will accept 
Chaplainship in U. S. army. 

* ee 
DEDICATIONS, ETC. 

Detroit, Mich., Grand Boul. church, F. P. 

Arthur, pastor; ( J. Tannar, conducting 


the exercises; Oct. 17. 


EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS. 


First, Kansas Citv, Mo.. W. F. Richard 
on, pastor R. Graham Frank, evangelist. 
Began Oct, 25 

Sedalia, Mo., First, A. W. Kokendoffer, 


pastor; John E. Pounds, preaching and W. 
EK. M. Hackelman singing. 
Litchfield, Il., Union Ave., F. B 


evangelist 


Thomas, 


Cynthiana, Ky.. J. D. Armistead, pastor; 
Herbert Yeuell, evangelist. To begin Oct. 31. 

Chicago Heights, C. R. L. Vawter, evan- 
gelist. 

Denver, Colo Highland church H. H 
Clark, pastor; Wilhite and Shaul, evan 
velists 

Jefferson City, Mo., A. R. Liverett, pas- 
tor: C. R. Seoville, evangelist. Began Oct. 


Hopkinsville, Ky.. J. N 
Clare Harding and wife, singing 


Ie ssup, pastor, 
preac hing: 


evangelists 
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H. H. Peters is Rapidly 
Recovering 
rhe Christian Century enjoyed a visit last 
Saturday from H. H. Peters, who as report 
ed in last week's issuc was recently strick 
en with facial paralysis Mr. Peters is 
nd treatment in Hinsdale Sanita 
Ilineadale, a suburb of Chicago A pleasant 
it yf the very unpleasant story of Mr 
Peters’ affliction is that the other churches 
f Paria, Il)., where Mr. Peters ministers, 
ofte d to take care of the problem of p il 
pit supply during the pastor’s absence, and 
now each Sunday one of these brother pas 
ti of Mr. Peters’ brings his entire con 
regation to the Christian church for thé 
morning service, the pastor doing the preach 
in I} urches co-operating in this 
good service ire the Presbyterian Meth- 
odist Episcopal, Methodist Protestant, Unite 
1 Brethren and Baptist 
A National Secretary Retires. 
Aft t «© years service with th Na 
i \snc ition f the Christian ch h 
i‘ { (sa gue eturns to the pas 
t i Bef ‘ n to the National 
‘ t \ Mir Car es 
“w t ! nt pastor ot the Hammett 
Pla } St Louis und past 
t th ( stian Orphans’ Hom 
1) ' t Vea k with t Ilan 
t Pia ! ia val 
a ? ) om ' t 
N ] nt A wiation that 
i i m th . reta il 
il n He is ved 
t t ! vot n t t 
’ il i? !T . ! t i 
t work tl ull t 
t H tur to ft 
that a mar t 
‘ ht t it 
t i 
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rt w | Wel me Worl 
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Mr. W 
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Bible School In tes in Ohi 
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ver Inst t “ 
I At | ty t 
Brow: ind ( 
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“Victories Under the Flag.” : 7 , 
No program has been 


more interesting 
prepared in recent years for use in the 
Sunday School, than the n w Home Mission 
program Victories Under the Flag.” Its 


will appeal to those who are in 
the local 
the members of 


simplicity 
of 
contents W 


charge school. 


Its 


special days in 
ill delight 





Rev. H. H. Peters, Paris, Ill, is making a 
nice recovery from facial paralysis. 
old and young It contains a 
r the Beginners, a salute ar 
Primary pupils, a new kind 
rra ill for the Juniors and a seri 
ture lesson for the intermediates. For th 
there ire stirring messages and ts 
go the eat Christian victories n 
, I gram should be us 
S lay 1} Phanks ng 
t s special « ngs 
' a, the naterial « this 
ised for the sake t 
nthusiasm t 
( , ed 
bie Missionar\ S 
iti, Ohi 
Church Adds Members at 
Regular Services 
\ bia \ { i, Los \! ns 
la il to add to its mem 
| \\ \ lev, the pastor, reports 
yt ist ont! twenty-thre 
to th hu nN 1 il 
‘ 
Church Extension Gains in 
Spite of War Conditions, 
S etary M ey makes the following 
if nt « ( 1 Extension 
hur 1 ‘ Ipts how i rain 
st 1 n t irc] fl ngs and a 
rit \ t iting ! hes This 
iragi n t lace of tnan 
tions during the past year Che 
t ! ‘ ts are S86.008.70 lr ling 
! loans the grand total for the vear 
< 487.30 “ s the amount on 
! Boa transacted business and 
| elp to the hurches needing new 
“ I . ibout 348.000 less than 
ist vea e te ‘ iilure o hurches to 
i t clue and due to a 
fT S15.100 iv Annuities Our 
\ t voul have suppli this 
and) more uit for the fact that they 
1 not ll oans 1e without embar- 
Assit thos ad their money Du 
‘ ena ‘Me ongregations paid thei 
wl 1 means they pa d their 
“ l total tmount re juired on 
the past 27 vears, including inte 
t, is $1,864,903 By the Church Exten- 
Plan of Running the mill with the 
ate that s past” the Board has had 
21.8564.9038 more vith which to do their 
ind ¢ churches that returned this 
mone say they are all the stronger be 
ise they systematically planned to pay 
t money back to the Board so that it 
ld go out again to build churches. Thus 
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far 1778 churches have been helped to build 
in 44 states and in Canada and 1156 have 
paid their loans in full. 16 have failed and 
sold their property. That only 16 failed out 


of a total of 1778 speaks well for the vital- 
itv of our Home Mission work.” 
> * . 
BRIEFER NEWS NOTES. 

The Men and Millions Movement lead- 
ers spent Oct. 24 with the Liberty, Mo., 
church. 

Dr. H. L. Willett gave the first lecture 
of the Y. M. C. A. course at Liberty, Mo., 


last week. He also preached for R. Graham 
Frank at the Christian church on Sunday. 
First church, Atlanta, Ga., will observe 
Oct. 31 as “Family Day.” It is planned that 
members of each family of the church sit 
together on this day’s services. 
MceQuary, pastor of the Congre- 
at Fisher's Island, Mass., 
visit to his old home at Tecum- 
Neb., preached several times for the 
Disciples church there. Mr. MecQuary is a 
theological student in Yale University. 
Evangelist Edward Clutter gave an ad- 
ess on evangelism before the Ministerial 
Association of Cotner University. 


Rodney 
gational church 
while on a 


seh, 





The church at MeMechen, W. Va., re- 
cently celebrated the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of its organization The silver jubilee 
program extended through a week, the min 
sters of the Christian churches of the vi 
cinit delivering addresses. C. W. Fuller 
ministers to the MeMechen work 

john MeD. Horne has completed his 

th year as pastor of the church at Charles- 
tor Il In the year just closed there 

« 66 aditions to the membership. A total 

£6.777.74 was raised in all departments. 

First church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, has 
lost 30 members by the war, but 15 persons 

ulded during the past year, making a 
tal enrollment of 83. J. R. Blunt, the pas- 
tor, made 40] pastoral calls during the year. 
The generous spirit of this church is indi- 
ite vy the fact that it loans its pastor 
larly for preaching service at St. James 

nea \\ innipeg 

\ feature of the G. L. Snively meet- 

it First 1 Chattanooga, was an 





Rev. W. J. Lockhart, in whose “Federaied 


church at Urbandale, near Des Moines, 
thirteen denominations are repre- 
sented. 
utomobile parade of men, which preceded 
1 mass meeting held for men. The sermon 
topic at this service was “Sticking To It.” 
Central church, Rockford, IL, will now 
mmplete its new building, work on which 
was halted by a lack of money. A loan 
has been ecured from the Church Exten- 
sion Fund 




















October 28, 1915 


Thirteen Denominations Represented 
in Union Meeting. 


W. J. Lockhart, pastor of the federated 
church at Urbandale, a suburb of Des 
Moines, sends the following interesting 


telegram: 

“In campaign with my own church, Urban 
dale Federated, with 42 added past few days. 
Great services today. More than $8,000 con- 


tributed to complete building. Federated 
church deeply spiritual. More than 300 
strong now and growing rapidiy. Thirteen 


denominations represented. My union meet- 
ing at Rock Rapids is postponed; this gives 
me freedom for union meting before 
Christmas.” 


one 


Victories of American Missions 


Under the Union Jack. 


M. B. Ryan has won a notable victory 
in the far northwest. He is in Alberta in 
western Canada, where the Union Jack 
proudly flies from the flag poles. This is 
almost in the land of the midnight sun, 
as in summer the sun shines from two in 


the morning unti! ten at night. 

Mr. Ryan looks after all our work in the 
whole province. He always has an encourag- 
ing story to tell. This what he has to 
say of the first Bible School in this pioneer 


is 


land: “Our first Bible School was organ 
ized at Lake de May by some homesteaders 
from Minnesota. It met in the first school 


house built in that new district. It has been 
running continuously for nine or ten years 


and is the only Bible School for miles 
around. There is no church building in the 
community, and there has been very little 


preaching in all these years. A good many 
of its scholars have become Christians.” 


We now have ten Bible schools in the 
province of Alberta which is six times the 
size ot Kentucky. 

In the Lone Star State. 

The cause of Home Missions has had no 
more iaithful servant in all the land than 
that veteran of the Southwest, J. C. Mason. 
He began his work for the American Society 
in I880 and served continually for thirtv- 
five vears save when for a few months he 
would bring his churches to self-support 
During these vears he planted churches at 
Texarkana. Houston. Beaumont, Orange, FE] 

and seores of others in cities, towns 


> 
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and country places in Texas and the south- 


west. le organized the Arkansas State 
Missionary Society and served the Texas 
Society for eleven years. He was especially 
fortxmate in selecting good lots in growing 
towns for churches that later would be 


organized. 


NEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITY 


The Chicago Theological Seminary began 


its affiliated work with the University 

Chicago at the opening of the autumn quar- 
ter. The seminary continues on the west 
side of the city an undergradute depart- 


ment, but at the university maintains only 
graduate work. 

The formal opening took place at the 
University Congregational Church, when ad- 


dresses were made by President Ozora S. 
Davis, of the seminary; President Harry 
Pratt Judson, of the university; and Dean 


Shailer Mathews, of the Divinity School 
President Davis spoke on the subject of 
“The Place of the Theological Seminary in 
University Life.” 

For the first year under the new condi 
tions the total enrolment in the seminary 
is thirty-eight, which shows a considerable 
increase over the mumber of college gradu- 
ates enrolled last year. 

The work of the seminary 80 co- 
ordinated with that of the Divinity School 
as to increase the efficiency of both insti- 
tutions. Thus far, all of the libraries have 
not been transferred, but a considerable sec- 
tion is kept as a group library in Haskell 
Oriental Museum. The university agrees 
ultimately to take care of the entire library, 
if desired. 

The Theological Seminary has purchased 
the property on the northeast corner of Uni- 
versity avenue and Fifty-eighth St., op- 
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THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


I. J. Cahill, of Cleveland, 0O., speaks 
highly of the evangelistic ability of G. Web- 
ster Moore, of Tiffin, O. 


Herbert Martin, of Drake, filled the 
pulpit for Arthur Dillinger, at Altoona, Ia., 
last Sunday. Seven accessions are reported 
at Altoona church during two weeks. 


-I. E. Reid, pastor at North Tonawanda, 
N. Y., reports for his congregation an offer- 
ing to missions and of $4.99 
per average member; average 
member for local current expenses; for all 
purposes, per average member, $16.58. 
About $1,500 was raised for missions, ben- 
evolent and other philanthropic causes. 


benevolences 
$8.87 per 


In a recent statement this grand cld 
soldier of the writes, “I am now 
erving from preference small churches that 


Cross 


need the guiding hand of an experienced 
minister. If I had my ministry of more 
than forty-five vears to go over again, I 


would place my services at the command of 
the American Christian Missionary Society.” 





Secretary Robert M. Hopkins is asking 
the Sunday-schools to make an 
Offering to Home Missions on 

the Sunday before Thanks- 
giving. 

OF CHI CAGO. 


posite the Quadrangle Club, and will en 
large the house for its own use 

The enrolment of the Divinity School dur 
ing the vear 1915-16 promises to the 
largest im the historv of the institution. 
Three hundred and nineteen were registered 
in the summer quarter, and in the autumn 
quarter there will be at least 140, exclusive 
of the students of the Chicago Theological 
Seminary, each one of whom is also ma- 
triculated and registered in the Divinity 
School. There will thus be during the 
course of a year a divinity student body in 





Stereopticon and 
Social Service 


Lecture 


EIGHT DAYS $5.00 














Efficiency Bureau 


Desk 1 COLUMBIA, MO, 





Wanted Siiswoun 


Our representatives are 
$50 to $150 per week. Write quick for sample and terri- 
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connection with the university of over five 
hundred, with a teaching force of something 
over thirty. 





This Beauty 
She's on the 





\ 1916 Calendar 


~~ Your name, address 
y~ and a 2-cent stamp 
will bring to you this 
handsome calendar. 
This charming girl 
was pairlted espe- 
cially for us and we have had the picture 
exquisitely reproduced in 16 colors. 





If you would like to read some interesting 
facts, ask for The Romance of Coca-Cola 


THE COCA-COLA CO ATLANTA. GA 








LET US 


SEND YOU FREE 


Our new catalog of Christmas and Fall Music. 
You will enjoy reading its ¢ nchanting descrip- 
tions, and you will catch enthusiasm for 
Christmas concert program making. Drop 
a post card now. Catalog free 
Fillmore Music House, 528 Elm St, 





Cincinnati, 0 




















POCKET S. S. COMMENTARY 
FOR 1916, BELF-PRONOUNCING Edition 
jon Lessons and ‘icxt forthe whole year, with righ® 
to-the-point practical HELPS and Spiritual Explane 
ati ns. Smal!lin Size but Large in Sugerestion 
and Fact. Daily Bible Readings for 1916 also 
opies of Young People * Society, Motto, Ped 
eto. é tee a ee 2 od ore —. S5e, Interleaved for 
otes oC, postpaid, Stamps Taken. Agents wan 

BEO. W. NOBLE, Monon Bldg, Chicago, Lik, 


OF POINTS 


AND TESTIMONIES f or use of Christians and 
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= ke Workers in all meetings. Answering O ions 
=f t sor Doubts. Hel; mr le and takin 

au | Prayer Meetings and in; ) evsona 

j Testimonies. Better u rstandir f hard 

places in Scripture, ete. Fu prac al suppres- 

| ons.Don'ts for Workers w! jealing with Ime 

| quirers. Cloth 28e¢;Mor: sAgents wanted. 

TES. W. MORLE,Monon Ft Chiewen 





=F Biule Headers and Christian 

fit Workers Self-Help Hand Book 
nis sof thert and pla n articles by nearly 100 experienced 

F< ie Rana, 


teach, testify, pray and grow. Young Christians 
j.elper, exp 


ou } 


, verienced workers’ guide. Pkt. size, 128 
Red Cloth, 25, Mor. 3Sc, postpd. Agts. watd, 


ES.» 
GEO. W. NOBLE, Monon Bidg., Chicago, i. 


F PRAYERS 





Mr several hundred terse 
oir ‘ e Prayers for use in Church, 
Prayer M™ ings, Young Peopte’s Society, 


Missionary, Grace and Sen- 

+ Question of How and What to 

red by model, suggestive 
t Pocket size, 125 pages 

ostonid, etarnps take A 
Monon 


0 ents 
Building, Chicago, tt, 





ind devout Prayers. V« 
got 25e, Mor 
Wanted 








Sweet Tone 
Far Sounding 


E LLS Durable 


FOR CHURCH 

AND SCHOOL Catalogue Free. 

AMERICAN BELL & FOUNDRY CO., NORTHVILLE, MICH. 

WE READ and clip for you daily every- 
thing printed in the current 


country and city press of America pertain- 
ing to the subject of particular interest to 


you 
NEWSPAPERS contain items 

daily which would in- 
form you exclusively of where you can se- 
cure new business, an order or a contract; 
where a new store has been started, a new 


OWLDEN 








many 


firm incorporated or a contract is to be 
let. A daily press clipping service means 
more business. 


FOR YOU. Send Stamp for Booklet. 
THE CONSOLIDATED PRESS CLIPPING CO. 


1109, 167 W. Washington St., Chicago. 








CHURCH SCHOOL 


| Aah for Catalogue and a) | 





bory. ies selling like wild-fire. [MH Everybody's a Customer. 
Myteo’s Factories, 2. 5 Majestic Bidy, Indianapolis, indians 
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THE TRAINING OF 
CHURCH MEMBERS 


A MANUAL OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


By Orvis Fairlee Jordan and Charles Clayton Morrison 











For classes of new converts, Adult or Young People’s 
Sunday School classes, Pastors’ classes, Midweek services, etc. 


Here’s the littlhe book that hundreds of pastors and church lead- 
ers have long been wanting. Something to instruct church members, 
new converts and old, or prospective church members, in the mean- 
ing of the church, its institutions and activities. Note the titles of the 
thirteen chapters. 





THE CHAPTER TITLES 


The Church : 
Membership in the Church 
Christian Baptism 
The Lord’s Supper 
Church Worship 
The Evangelistic Work of the Church 
The Teaching Work of the Church 
The Social Work of the Church 
The Missionary Work of the Church 
Throughout the World 
The Organization of the Local Church 
The Ideals and Work of the 
Disciples of Christ 
The Larger Fellowship 
The Allies of the Church 











This manual, which sells for only 12)c in quantities, wil! bring new life 
into many a mid-week service and Sunday School class this fall and 
winter. It is the only thing published that is just right for use at the 
close of an evangelistic gathering. 


SEND TODAY FOR A FREE COPY 








DISCIPLES shseeteniaislantah SOCIETY 


700-714 EAST FORTIETH STREET 2 CHICAGO 

















